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conda and Orinoco crocodile—are
endangered. Another troublesome
development is the construction of
government-financed dikes to con-
trol flooding and make more of the
Hanos suitable for farming. Ecologi-
cal considerations tend to be given a
much lower priority in South Ameri-
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undertaken until after the project
was well under way. The impact on
wildlife is certain to be significant,
although no one yet knows which
species will suffer most. In the more
populated northern areas of the ila-
nos, the Venezuelan government is
promoting land reform, dividing up
ownership of once privately held
ranches. As more people move in.
more animals are driven out.

But the most dire threat to wild-
life is posed by the oil industry. As
Venezuela’s reserves of convention-
al crude dwindle, the oil companies
have started going after the heavy oil
that lies deep beneath the llanos. Al-
ready roads have been built and
some 50 oil wells drilled within
Agnaro Guariquito Park itself. The
ranchers who are now responsible
for preserving the area are going to
find it harder and harder to resist
the lure of industry and the various e ’
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Iow-headed ra is a scavenger that feeds on carrion and small mammals.
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Of the 2,986 species is in South
America, r half can be seen in
Venezuela, and some 350 of them
ive in or visit the lanos. These birds
are diverse, numerous, relatively
easy to see and well documented in
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A type of falcon, the crested caracara eats reptiles and birds.
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