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DISTRIBUTION OF THE AMERTICAN CROCODILE IN EVERGLADES
NATIONAL PARK, FEBRUARY-SEPTEMBER, 1977

A preliminary population study of the American crocodile (Crocodylis
acutus) in Everglades National Park was initiated in 1977. An integral
part of this study was determining the distribution of crocodiles in the
park. This report is based upon all crocodile opservations recorded from
February to September, 1977.

Since the American crocodile is rarely encountered, an intensive
search was begun which involved the assistance of NPS research and resource
management personnel and various public groups. Letters were sent to a
number of commercial fishermen and marina operators in thelFlorida Bay
area asking for their cooperation in reporting all crocodile sightings to
ENP. Posters, describing the difference between crocodiles and alligators,
were distributed at strategic locations within and dutside the park., It
was hoped that these posters would help educate the public about crocodiles
and encourage the reporting of all crocodile observation;. Surveys of
crocodile habitat, by boat, airplane, helicopter, canoe and foot, were
conducted by NPS research personnel during 1977 and all crocodile observations
"were recorded. The distribution of crocodiles was derived from a
compilation of all positive sightings from the above sources.

Table 1. lists the crocodile sightings for 1977. The geographical
range of crocodiles (Figure 1l.) extends at least from Gator Lake on the
west, east along Florida Bay and north to Key Largo and Turkey Point.

There are unverified but credible reports of crocodiles at Black Point,
Biscayne Bay. On the west coast? there is a single observation recorded
\ ,

from as far north as Naples. As expected, the major concentration of

crocodiles is along NE Florida Bay (Madeira Bay, Little Madeira Bay and
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Joe Bay). Crocodile sightings have not been reported from Cape Sable
though this area contains some habitat superficially similar to that in
NE Florida Bay.

The smallest crocodiles seen were 0.9 and 1 m, both from the ground.
The largest seen was about 3.5 m. The mean size of all observations was
approximately 2 m. Crocodiles smaller than 0.9 m were not seen because .

most observations were recorded from aerial surveys.

Robert J. Austin
James A, Kushlan
15 September 1977




ueTUSTY ‘P

) £vg PO Jo ‘M ‘¥@RaD 8'T ate °  TTeqdwm) T OEET LL/EO/S ST
| uepsQ o
¥oa1) 358F T'€-h2 punoxsd UOS3I2q0Y. ‘M - LL/ge/n “HT
feg s0p T'2 ; ITs £138g 4 - LL/ge/n €T
. puowmey _
yoseg BITOPEW Tt IT® ST9TH ‘Y - LL/se/n umﬂ
puowmey °p _

Uowef BATSPEN °6 ITe 9o ¥ - LL/s2/w "It

ISATY JIOTABL 7°2-T°2 ‘punoxd 13818 'H 0ETT LL/€2/% ‘0T

TTea] @0ue) feg s,TI3H JO pP®aH 8'T punoas I03TS T dNE 0£0T LL/2T/% '6
oFuUTWeTd JO ‘N WY 2'€ Py HIed - - punoa3d puommreH [ W LL/6T/E ‘g
- ayeT Liusy ST297I n'T ITe f338d g 00ST  LL/St/E - L

Lasqooy BITIDEN §*T I8 £33ed *d OEET ALL/ST/E  +'9

feg 20p G°T punoasd Asagzar 0 00E2 LL/2T/E ‘G

¥82d) qnodf QT puncad Reazzap *0' ooee  LL/OT/E K

98pTad pumog pae) Jo 'S T°€ pumoas spuny ‘D gnte  LL/SO/E €
sI83BMYORg pumog JuoT T 2=g°T IT8 £338d *g 0060 LL/TO/E 2

JI9ATY JOTABL LE-T°€ punoxd RasStap 'H W LLjoz/z T

adAy,

U0T4820T (m)2z1g UOTFBAISSQ IBAIDSQQ QWL 238(Q *oN

*T oanBT4 uo po330Td 818 SUOTEBAISSAQ
*LLET Butanp swaae FUTPUNOIINS PUB YIBJ TBUOTIBN SOPBTIIOAY UT PIpJIO0ad SUOTFBAILSAO ITTPO00I) T 2TqBL




¥99I) USTFMaL LT punoas STTTZ "I snotIea LL/--/9 ‘62

o8xeT foy ‘puod 93835F 7°2 punoad 13974 ‘H snotxea  LL/OE/9 ‘82

¥eax) 3noag n'2 punoad 13874 ‘H Gh6o LL/S2/9  ‘l2

Teus) STITH UTSed AT punoad STTIE ‘T - LL/Lo/9 ‘92

ax®T 10389 w2 ITe TTeqdue) ' 00TT LL/L0/9 ‘G2

oxeI x0d "H 0°2 ITe TTeqdwep 7T otot LL/Lo/9 *he

3T POW G'T ITe Treqdme) 1T 0eé0  LL/LO/9 €2

¥83XD PO 6°0 punoxd USTISEUTH ‘[ 0ONT  LL/%0/9 22
£328d ‘g

2¢ °"ON T®UBD juUTOd Ae¥Ing ¢'T I8 TTeqdwed 1 OTET  LL/L2/S ‘e
£33ed ‘4

2€ °"OoN T®UB) juTod Asyamy 8'T I78 TTeqdme) T OTET LL/L2/S ~"02

sIajemyoeg Lvg BITIPEW °T33T1 8T ate TTeqduws) b 00ET AL/9T/S ‘6T
sM3JoT ‘g

Teus) TTIT-D ", pumoas TTeqdwe) ‘7 00TT LL/TT/S ‘9T
J9T9snT 'Y

ayeT Atusyg ¢'T IT8 £93ed *d - LLfot/s *LTe

ueTysny ‘L _ :

a¥eT 3I3qU3ind 1°2 IT8 Treqdwep *T 000T LL/€0/G ‘9T

adAg, .

UOT3BOOT (W)3zZTg UOTABAIDEQD ISAISqQ aWTL], 27%ed ‘ON

*penUTaUCD T 2TQelL



3ToTH ‘¥
JSATY I0TAB] T°2 aTe utasny ‘y 0560 LL/6T/§  “n
STOTH ‘¥
saagemyoeg Leg sop 8°T aTe ugIsny ‘Y 0060 LL/6T/8 ‘th
TOTH ‘¥
saayemyosg Avg o[ 8T Ite urgsny 'y 0sgo  LL/6T/8 ‘2
feg waTepeN °T3371 T2 ate Uy ‘9 OhgT E\S\m “TH
Yooumrsy WB] U8 TIE ITe up3sny g 026T LL/LT/8 ‘O
¥o2a) 358F LYern*e ITe urysny *y GegT  LL/LT/8 "6€
axeT 3S9M n'2 ITe uggsny °y 00ET LL/ST/8 Qe
feg uodaey, 8 T-¢"T pumoad 203 T9TA dNE 0ORT Edd_m JE
puod Aeg 3000 0°'T punoad ur3sny "y GT6T LL/80/8 "9E
LL/20/8
pucd £eg 300D 0°T punoa3d TN ' 00gT LL/TO/8  ‘SE
SA0D USPJIED JO N ‘H8ID § T-2°'T pumoasd oTA0I3ed D W LL/==[L  HE
o¥eT PTW 8°T ate ugsny ‘¥ 6GoT LlL/22/L ‘€E
gatdey qumno_ UBWLISP TR (bl s uqsm.ﬂm ZTeWyog 'H WY E.\.nn\h. ‘et
M,mﬁwao_ wm,._.”%am..b .mm ﬁgmnw m.n.m.nm .H STOTJIBA .E._\....\w i
¥o8a) UsTIMer 8'T punoad STTIE 'l Snofasa  LL/=-/9 ‘0t
adAT,
UO0T38007] (m)az T8 U0T3BAISSq0 JI2AI9800 SWT], 838 i *oN
*PANUTIUCD ‘T STQBL



£og BITODPEN T3 TI T _IT8 ur3eny 'y LEgT  LL/®T/6 *2s
aYeT 3seM w2 ats uT3sny Y 6eeT  LL/Lo/6 TS
ayeT 193M 72 ITe ur3sny 'y GheT LL/LOJ/E - *0§
eaapuy °g
puogd Leg 100D - punoad el ‘9 0E9T LL/90/6 6
93apuy °g
pucg Leg 7000 - pumoad wwe], ‘D 0E9T LL/90/6 ‘gh
aysT P 8'1 ITe umsny ‘¥ Le6T LL/S2/8 L
BangqzTeg ‘W
TeuB) pucd Leg 3000 o7 pumoa3 upgsny "y 02sT LL/€2/8  ton -
9T ‘¥ :
JUTQod BATSPBW =T33T1 1°e=-8°1 ITB ut3isny 'y GTTT .t..\m.—..\m ‘Gh .
odAL
UOT38007 (m)9z1g UOTABAISSAD JI9AI28q0 WL, 2380 *oN
.dmdﬂﬂpﬁoo ‘T °T9BL



Figure 1. Geographical range of the American crocodile in Everglades
National Park and surrounding areas during 1977.
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