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| S il
Ted To"nen and Larxry lMcNease
Touisiand Department of Wi;d]__c and Tlsberles.
Grand _hvnier, Louisizcna 70643. .ot

Tha'U. S.:Fish and Wildlife Service places the aliigacor

(“*llgator mississippiensis) in three basic classifications; that

is, endangered, threatuned,JAnd:threat&ted S/A throughout its
runge in t 12 Southeast daitédlsyates. These categories sinoly
Cesignate; status of the animal in relaticn to its recovery ox
r5ce of recovary.' Generdlly;'the endangered status would in-
dicate_ldw populations, rhefaas; the threatened status indicates
an incrﬁa%ing‘pppulation no_longer in danger of extimction, and
the'threaﬁgned'S/A“indicates a recovered populatioﬁ. jOEher ime-

portant factors are also considered in making these dete*m_aatxon 83

suca as, habitat evaluations along with state research, monage-

ment, and. enforcement programs. Today, alligators in 287 of the

U. 8. range are classified as threatened, (9% as endangercd, and

37 as recovered (Table 1).

.Since the IUCN meeting in Madraq, India, February 3-13, 1978,
the U. S. Fi sh and Wildlife Serv;ce reclassified the biological

status of tb alllgator cnly in portior= of Louisiana. As a

-~

result of reclassification, 9.additional coastal pac“kbes vere

c1~"s4fiéd'as threétened*SfA.f Presently, 12 parishes in Louisiana
arc clas 1f4ed as threatened S/A

All of the 64 counties 1n Florlda ware de;lstL from en-

dangered to unreatened stahus, alloW1ng a limited experimental

-

hdrdcst beglnnlng in 19717



Three LouiSLQna pa*lshes were delisted to threateneﬁ S/A
4 N,

in 1974.  All or part of 27 parlshes were delisted from endangered

to threatened in 1977 with 9 qf these parishes being further

L)

delisted to threatemed 5/A in 1978. Thirty-three pawishes r
tained endangered status. Téxés delistzd 14 of 74 counties re-
;ortlng alllgator populafLons.‘ '*ve crurfieﬂ 3 -Sovth.Curoiinal
were dellsted to threatered whlle 23 remained classified as en-—
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dangered. Alligators in 21;Georgia counties were delistzd to
the th catcned gtatus, 74 counties retained their endargared
ﬂﬁatus. All of MlSSlSSLPPl, Alabuﬂa, and North Carollna are
r'nﬂszr.deraad endangered under the present ﬂlaSSﬂLlcaPLOu system
tha U; S. Fish and Wzldlife Service {(Joanen and Hchase 1978).
At the CITES: meet1n~ held 1n Costa Kica in March of 1979, '
moubere of the U. S deluqatlon submitted a proposal to}dclimt
the lllgator from Appencix I to Appendiz 1I of the Ponveﬂt:ﬁn
on Intérnationél Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora.. This proposal was unanlmouslv passed, tnus allowﬁnp in-
rornational trafflcking in 1ega11y taken alllgator sklns. The
J. 8. L;nagcment Authority along with the Scientific Authazl ty
implemented the regulations andcrequirements gcvgrning shipment

£

of gkins."

Current Population Status by State

Ten states reported having alligators present in all ox rarts .

:
H

ci their state. In general, alligator populations are increasing
tﬁrouvhout the range. Areas on .the fringes of the range gene lly
ave stable populatlons and can not biclogically h;rbor thi de

-y

sities charaﬂterlstlc of gulf coast states.



Louisiana. The coas tal marsh poj “Lation, where nest count

.ndeAe were used te al:ulate popul tion 1evaié, increazed ap{
’rOXLWafelj 70% from 1977 1980 Nest count data indicates an
annual incremeht.of apgroximately 157 since initiationzof the
surveys in 1970. In areas of_ﬁhe state where the nesf:cov;t
mathod is not feasible, standardized night count-transéct lines
weie couchLed Louisiana persorne1 suivey 36 differeﬁt areas
¢ the state, coverlng a total dzs -ance of some-327 miles.
ﬂ111gators per mile aveL@ged 3. 1& for the 36 transects. (u‘h reck
1980). '
Florida. 'Pofulation incrééses are cccurring throughout
r*dﬁ (T. Hlnes personul communlcatl:g 1980). One iﬁla:dvlﬂke
flveyed by the nest count method increszed from 45 nests “n 1978
te 90 nests in 1979. Sumraarization of night count data by year
cmonst rated an average of 5:0 glligato:s per mile in 1@?&, 4.6
per mile in 1975 6.3 per mile in 1976, 9.4 per mile im 1977, -
6.8 per milé in 1978 “and f;h per mile in 1979. _ |
Georgia. A 1980 alligator?populat;on survey indicated popu-
lation. increases are occurring in most of Georgia. An analysis -

of populatlon trends by countles showed that 7Z were increasin
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and 36 were stable. The atew1de population was estimated
'“prowlmately 95, 000 over a 108 ‘county area, with a 151 increase

as compared to the“l977'survey (R. Odom personal communication
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530).
.Texas.. The 1980 stat ewide populat'on was estimated at 68,692

a ’SZ ;Jcrease since 1977. Forty-elg t counties were licted as

having 1ncreasing populaLJons, 21 showed stable trenwu,}ﬁ WRTE
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dedréasing'and 23 undeterminei: Alligator hablta " 3. timated
at 5{735:squar§ miles in 19?7-78. The stateWLde.averéga density
was eétipated as 11.79 alliéaﬁors per cjuare mile. Seven night
count sﬁ;veys covering snme.275miles averaged 4.5 alligalours per
mile in_?exas‘(B.lBrownlee personal coumunication 1980>‘

Alabama. .Né current pﬁpuiation estimates are availablé for
Alabama.’ HoweVef, the 1978‘niéh£ counte conducted in Mobile and
Ealdwin éountiesZindicate‘afi?Z incresse as compared.to the 1977
surVeys.- Four ‘routes from 20 to 35 miles in length were run in
the two county area. In{1978}'1,039 alligators were bﬁs9rved
compared to 891 for the ﬂame routes in 1977 (J. Keeler:parconal
commun1catlon 1980) |
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Arkansas. Alligator.raﬁgéris limiced in Arkansas. trend
in Arkansﬁs's élligator population since 1977 is considered stable

AL slightly increasing. Since 1972,, the state restocked 2,000
~ligators from Louisiana in 34 counties lying within tﬁe gpecies

‘ historic fange.. Today, 37 counties possess alligators tu some

dcgree_(s.-Barkley ﬁersowglléommuniCQtion 1980).

South Carolina. OI 28 counties containing alligators in

South Carelin a, 7 -reported iﬁcreasing poprulations. Inpr@ases‘we:e
csiimated as much:as 25%. Nlne ‘counties reported stable popula-
tions and- the status of 12 countlea were unknown' (T. Huiphy per-

nal cowmunlcation 1980}. | |

North Carolina. Alllgator populations in 23 North’ baLOllﬁ“

counties were reported as stable to slightly 1ncreaszvg. Tha

largest concentrationq of all1gators are located in Bruncwiok

B

County in the southern part of the state (P. Smwnhson pc~~n:aL



communication 1980). North Carolina basad this inf@rmatioh on

several sources: ) =

3

1.  Questionnaire returns from coasial plain hunters and
fishermen.. |

2ia Qﬁestionnaire returns from N. C. Wildlife Resources Com-
mission .field persdnnelland other natural raséur:as field workers.

8. A computerized file 6f éliigatcr sightings maintaincd ‘
by the K. C., Watural Heritage.Prdgram.

4, Night cruise-count: aufvéys conducted by members of Worth
Carolina State research tagm durihg 1979 and 1980.

5. Intensive field work on one study area from 1977 to 1980

and on a second study area from 1979 to 1980.

Mississippi and Oklahoma. No current population estimaics
: P 13 pop

are zvallable for these states. Mississippi's night- coumt dais
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4h.5 miles of survey lines -indicated an average of 1.0 alli-
gators per mile (Chabreck 1980). Oklahoma reports alligators
occurring in oni& McCurtain Cbﬁnty. This small population is
characterized as stable (F. James personal ccmmuniéétiou 1980}.
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TABLE 1. = Alligator Classificat?on Status by State - July 1, 1980

Number of Counties

Threateﬁéd S/A . .Endangered “hreatened Total

Mississippi . ' | 35 : 3
Alabama 3, 33 33
North Carolina | 21 : 21
Texas -3 BT 060 14 74
Arkansas . 3 , -3
Oklahoma ' o 1 : 1
Georgia | . ' - : 74 Sard] ‘ 95
. Louisiana o= 12 ; 33 18 63
Florida » ' | . 64 64
South Carolina o T KRTE 28
TOTAL SR | : 303 122 437

Percent  ' : ;2{8 - 89.3 . KA






