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The Type Locality of the Frog Acris creprians

The original type locality of Acris crepitans Baird (1854) has

invariably been understood as the “northern states genemlly,“ in-

asmuch as Baird directly cited no other locality and gave e area

indicated as the “habitat” for the species. G
With that understanding, limited only by the parameters implicd
by the “northern states," two restrictions of the type locality have

been published. The earliest (Smith and Taylor 1950:359) ci!ed

Albany, Albany Co.. New York, as the restricte
possibly because DeKay's work (1842), cited in the original de-
scription, was published there. That locality is, howeven outside
of the known range of the species, a8 pointed out by Ducllman
(1970:647), by about 80 km, and therefore that restriction is un-
{enable. The northernmost precise locality of record in New York
is “Third Binnewater Lake, 5 km SW Kingston, Ulster Co.”
(Benton and Smiley 1961). Although the species ne longer exists
{here, one of us (ARB) has found it at several other sites in the
immediate vicinity.

Unaware of the gmith/Taylor restriction, Schmidt (1953:68)

restricted the type locality to the “Potomac River at Harper's Ferry.
West Virginia,” on unknown grounds. That restriction is here re-
futed, not because it is outside of either the known range of the
species Or the “northern states” (which might be construed as any
Union state, which West Virginia was, or any north of the Mason-
Dixon line, which West Virginia was not), but because the origi-
nal description docs, in fact, provide a mare restricted locality
than has been assumed in acceptance of the “northern slates” as
the original type locality.

Baird (1854) not only described the species, briefly, but cited as
a synonym “Hylodes gryllus LeConte” of DeKay's great classic
on the zoology of New York (1842:70, pl. 22, fig. 61). That refer-
ence is therefore a part of the type material (hypodigm). and it
does clearly provide & more restricted locality for the species,
namely New York. This we regard as the original type locality,
inasmuch as Baird actually did not specify a type Jocality as such—
only the general range, under the rubric of “habitat.".

Unfortunately no more precise locality than *“New York™ is cited
for the species in DeKay's work, bul il is reasonable 10 SUPpOse

that DeKay observed the frog ncar his home, indicated in the pre f-

ace of the book 1s “The Locusts, Queen's County.”
According to The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography.
in the 1830's “the state of New York was publishin

g valuable works
. and Dr. DeKay was selected to contribute & book on the zool-
ogy of the state, a work of great difficulty, owing to the lack of
printed material.... The result of his work was embodied in five
quarto volumes.... {n order to work at his zoology, he left the city
for “The Locusts,” a country place at Oyster Bay, Long Island,
where he resided until his death” 21 November
art of the original Queen's Co. was separated
Co.. where Oyster Bay is now registered.
There are several carly collections of Acris from Queen's,
Nassau, and Suffolk counties, 50 it is apparently safe to assume
that the frog occurred in the vicinity of DeKay's home and that he
was familar with it. Although at one time the species undoubtedly
ranged throughout the island, no records after the 1930's exist,
and the species may well no longer occur there.
Nevertheless,
DeKay's home near Qyster Bay, where most of the
New Yark was written, We regard i

type locality of Acris crepitans 10 “The Locusts, near Oyster Bay,
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sifice the species did once occur in the vicinity of
Zoology of
the present restriction of the

Nassau Co., Long 1sland, New York™ as appropriate and soundly

conformant with present knowledge.
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Fvidence of Possible Sperm Storage in the
Caiman, Paleosuchus palpebrosus
pumber of chelonians
crocodilians (Feret
Je possible by structu

Sperm slorage has heen reported in @
squamates but it has not been reported in
1985). In squamales, sperm glorage is mad
jocated in the oviducts und in some

roduced months or even years after copulation
Some male snakes slore sperm over winter in ¢
and are then used during mating the following spring
Ford 1987). Some chelonians can also store speri. females 1Y
ducing viable eggs for several years after Jast mating (Giowm

1978). Hatten and Gist (1975) found sperm gtored in the albut
secreting tubules in the box turtle, Terrapent caroling, G
Jones (1987) later reported stored sperm in these structures !
species of chelonians.

On 25 February 1981, the National Zoological Park e
one male and three female dwarf caiman, Paleosuchus tpet!
from Surinam. A fourth female was added to the ‘
gust 1984, Sex was determined using the method descrihe!
Brazaitis (1969). This group was moved into & Jivestock Wit
tank on 12 September 1990 and maintained there ntil 0%

1991 when three of the females were removed. These thivs

males have since been maintained together without cont!
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Dis’t;ibi:tional Notes for the Nightﬁnrd
pidophyma gaigeae (Xantusiidae)
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